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DETAIN, From DI h 

V 

They were taken to the t 

fourth district station house f 

at 1351 Nicholson St. NW c 

and soon' cleared of the 
charge, but they say police 
refused to let them leave , 

until they signed forms ac- < 

companying the detention ] 

journal. Police denied de- j 

manding their signatures i 

but said they felt depart- 
mental regulations did re- 
quire them to obtain their 
names and addresses before 
releasing them. 

The couple’s names had 
not been entered in the ar- 
rest book, and when told 
they were to be released, 
they refused to give any in- 
formation for the detention 
journal. After heated argu- 
ments, the woman signed 
one of the forms and was re- 
leased. A little later, after 
police seized his wallet and 
obtained his name and ad- 
dress, the man was released, 
though he signed no forms. 

While the two won an $8,- 
000 civil damage award each 
in the case, U. S. District . 
Court Judge June Green re- : 
fused to issue an injunction 
requested by civil liberties . 
lawyers in the case that 
would declare the three- 
hour detention statute le- 
gally unenforceable and or- ; 
der police to cease utiliz- i 
in? it. \ 

I As in the Goodwin-Harri- j 
| son case, the detention jour- 
nal is used most commonly 
in “lookout” cases in which : 

I a robbery or burglary sus- ■ 
i pect is arrested shortly after \ 
j police broadcast a descrip- |! 
i tion or “lookout” for the : 

| suspect in the vicinity of the 
crime, said retired D.C. Po- 
I lice Chief Jerry V. Wilson, 
i The description is often 
j limited and generalized, j 
I Still, a suspect may be ar- j 
j rested on probable cause , 



1 COluu 

and in good faith, vvuson 
said, hut “sometimes the vic- 
tim is subsequently unable 
to identify the suspect or 
says it’s the wrong guy, and 
they have to let him go . . . 
Then the detention journal 
is used.” 

Since the case was filed 
almost a year ago, police of- j 
ficials have acknowledged 
the detention journal aspect i 
of the law is not always 
K. uniformly implement. 

Several experienced rank- 
; and-file police officers said 
in interviews that some fel- 
. low officers ignore the de- 
: ten tion book unless it ap- 

. pears the arrested person 
may have political or social 
influence. 

“It it’s just somebody on ‘ 
welfare or some dude that 
doesn’t know what’s going 
. on, they don’t make any rec- 
ord of the arrest,” said one 
j seven-year police veteran. f 

“But it. it’s a school 
! teacher or minister or some- 
body that looks like they 
might kick up a fuss, they’ll j 
; be sure to make a record of j 
it. That detention journal is j 
strictly to protect the po- 
■) lice.” 

■! . Als p, contrary to what po- 
. lice did in the Goodwin-Har- ji 
rison case, acknowledged h 
: Deputy Police Chief Thomas If 
I>. Estes in a recent court If 
deposition, an arrested per- jl 
' son found innocent of the |f 
I charge who refuses to di- f 
vulge information should ! 
“not be required to sign any ’ 
form, nor would he be re- 
quired to identify himself. 

We would simply indicate or 
identify the person on our 
forms as a ‘John Doe’ and f 
release him.” 

“There are some kinks we - 
intend to straighten out” in i 
the police department gen- 1 
eral order establishing the ! 
detention journal, Robert j 
Deso, assistant general 
counsel for the department, 
said in an interview. 

Language in the order, he 
said, will be clarified soon 



to specify that no signature 
is required in released ar- 
restee cases and that even 
name and address informa- 
tion is not mandatory if the 
arrestee refuses to divulge 
it 

Detention journal cases 
apply generally to those ar- 
rests in which officers bring 
, the suspect into the station 
house for formal processing 
and then because of subse- 
quent-findings, such as a va- 
lid alibi, the suspect is re- 
leased within three hours. 

Suspects held for more 
than three hours are usually 
booked. Even though their 
case may subsequently be, 
“no papered” or dropped by 
the prosecutor’s office as in- 
sufficient, they are still 
stuck with the arrest record. 

Also, the detention jour- 
nal is generally not used in 
street spot checks or what 
police call “limited deten- 
tion" cases in which a sus- 
pect is never brought into 
the station house. In such 
cases, commonly, resulting 
from a radioed “lookout” or 
description of a robbery or 
larceny suspect in the imme- 
diate area, police may stop a 
suspect for up to 10 minutes 
on “reasonable suspicion.” 
He is often taken to the 
scene of the crime, and if 
the victim is unable to iden- 
tify him, he is released with- 
out station house processing 
and his name not entered on 
the arrest book. 

The order creatng the de- 
tention journal was issued 
Dec. 1. 1971, by former Po- 
lice Chief Jerry v. Wilson. 
The order provides that if 
within three hours of arrest, 
suspect should be released 
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